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Studien fiber Gebirgspasse. Mit besonderer Beriicksichtigung 

der Ostalpen. Versuch einer Klassification von Or. Johann 

Solcb. From " Forschungen zur deutschen Landes-und Volkskunde," Band 

7, Heft 2, pp. 123-273. J. Engelhom, Stuttgart, 1908. M. 8. 

A work that will be of interest and value to all specialists in physiography. 

The subject of mountain passes, their genesis and classification, requires further 

study before the final word can be written upon it, but Dr. Solch has made an 

important contribution to its literature. His book shows that. the morphological 

history of passes presents many problems, some of which have been definitely 

answered, others may be hypothetically explained, while many require further 

investigation. He gives a copious bibliography of the subject. 

Conquering the Arctic Ice. By Ejnar Mikkelsen. xii and 470 pp., 
many Illustrations, 3 Maps, Appendixes and Index. George W. Jacobs & Co., 
Philadelphia, 1909. $3.50. 

This book will have a worthy place in Arctic literature. It records the work 
of the Anglo-American Polar Expedition (1906-7), including Mr. Mikkelsen's 
adventuresome return to civilization, by sledge, over the wastes of Alaska, in the 
winter of 1907-8, all his comrades, excepting Mr. Leffingwell, having returned by 
ship before the close of navigation in 1907. Mr. Mikkelsen and Mr. Leffingwell 
were the joint commanders of the expedition, which included only nine men with 
the small schooner, Duchess of Bedford, which proved not well adapted for hard 
arctic service and finally sank at her anchorage, Flaxman Island, on the north 
coast of Alaska, in the spring of 1907. The condensed history of the expedition 
and its work is given in the Bulletin volumes of 1906 and 1907. 

The party suffered from inadequate equipment, but it did hard, honest work, 
and its results were worth while. Its main purpose was to sledge over the sea ice 
north of Alaska in the search for land which, for various theoretical reasons, was 
thought likely to exist. Only the two leaders and Storkersen, a sailor, with their 
dogs, took part in this sledge journey and they reached a latitude of only about 
100 miles north of Flaxman Island, but they made a very significant discovery. 
They found that the continental shelf was very narrow, and, long before they 
reached their highest point, they stood above waters of oceanic depth, which, 
according to present theories, discredits the supposition that there is land to the 
north of that part of the Arctic. The journey over broken ice, heaped in pressure 
ridges, was a terrible one and most creditable to the men who accomplished it. 

The book is the story not only of this journey, but also of surveys and travel 
along the northern coast of Alaska and its rivers, ethnological studies of the 
Eskimo, scattered along the coast for many degrees of longitude, winter and sum- 
mer life there and Mikkelsen's remarkable sledge journey of hundreds of miles 
from the arctic coast southwest across Alaska. The work is most entertainingly 
written and the photographs, over 100 in number, are exceedingly good. There 
is no other book which, besides supplying a very readable account of arctic en- 
deavour, also throws so much light upon all phases of life along the northern 
coast of Alaska. 

L'Am4rique pr^colombienne. Essai sur 1'Origine de sa Civilisa- 
tion. Par Alphonse Gagnon. 371 pp., and 55 Illustrations. Laflamme 
& Proulx, Quebec, 1908. 
This book is a very readable study of prehistoric American monuments and 

races and of the resemblances which many archaeological remains in America 
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bear to Oriental monuments. It is largely given to an excellent, condensed de- 
scription of the remains found in Yucatan, Central America and Peru. The 
author also devotes many pages to a discussion of the antiquity of the American 
remains and shows that the architecture and ceramics of Peru recall those of the 
Egyptians, while the old edifices of Central America, Yucatan and Mexico dis- 
close surprising analogies to those of Chaldea, India and Indo-China. The author 
believes that new discoveries and the progress of ethnographical science will rend 
to confirm his views as to the Oriental origin of the peoples who built the 
remarkable structures whose ruins are found in the New World. 

Handbook for Field Geologists. By C. W. Hayes, Ph.D. Second 
Edition, ix and 159 pp., 18 Illustrations, Appendix and Index. John Wiley 
& Sons, New York, 1909. $1.50. 

This little book, which may conveniently be carried in the pocket, is based 
upon the "Handbook for Field Geologists," which was published in a small 
edition for the use of the geologists of the U. S. Geological Survey. It contains 
the instructions given to these workers. It is gratifying that so practical and 
valuable a book is now within reach of the members of the State Surveys, teach- 
ers, mining geologists and others. It is clearly and simply written, and no one 
could be better qualified to write it than Dr. Hayes, who is Chief Geologist of 
the National Government Survey. As a great deal is packed into small space, 
there is no room for discussion of various methods or dubious points, but one 
approved method is given for solving various geological questions. A very help- 
ful and suggestive feature is a set of schedules of the observations which should 
be made in studying land forms, petrology, geological structure, glacial deposits, 
ores and various kinds of economic material. The book is not meant merely for 
geological specialists, but also for advanced students, civil and mining engineers 
and other. Even campers out will find matter in it that is applicable to their 
needs. 

D'une Rive a l'autre du Sahara. Par Lie Lieut. Maurice Cortier. 

ix and 416 pp., 3 Maps, and 118 Photographic Reproductions. Emile Larose, 
Paris, 1908. Fr. 12. 

This is one of the fine works on the Sahara that are now being issued by 
French publishers. They are all a revelation of the practically unknown, for 
they record the work of the French expeditions which, in the past few years, have 
been traversing many parts of the great desert on their camels, trained to fleet- 
ness. This transformation in methods of Saharan travel has made it possible to 
bring the predatory tribes under subjection and to pursue scientific research in 
peace and safety, with the result that the Sahara is now the largest contributor 
in Africa of fresh geographical information. 

Lieut. Cortier is among the most prominent of the recent French travellers in 
this desert. The expedition he describes, like most of the others, had fof its 
primary purpose the extension of France's influence throughout its vast, new 
domain, but nearly all of these parties have been equipped for geographical work. 
Cortier was one of the leaders in the Mission Arnaud-Cortier which, in 1907, 
crossed West Africa from Algiers to Cotonou on the Gulf of Guinea, travelling 
through the desert by camel caravan. His book is entirely given to the desert 
journey, much of the southern part of which was through almost unknown coun- 
try. His pen pictures of the regions and peoples along the route are very vivid 
and many of his descriptions have a novel interest because they relate to objects 



